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Information on the war in Ukraine

Information from the Federal Foreign Office and the Federal Office for
Migration and Refugees

Here you can find out what is important at the moment - for example, what the current situation is.
You can also find rules here if you want to enter Germany or if you need a visa. We have already
written down some important questions and answers for you:

I am in Germany without a visa - what can I do now?

If you come from Ukraine, you do not currently need a visa to come to Germany. From the day you
arrive, you can stay here for up to 90 days without special permission. You can even stay in
Germany without a special residence permit until 4 March 2027.

During the 90-day visa exemption period, you can consider whether you would like to stay in
Germany for longer. There are various options for this:

1. You can apply for a residence permit under Section 24 of the Residence Act within 90 days of
your first entry into Germany. This provision specifically regulates the situation for war refugees
from Ukraine on the basis of the EU decision. You can find out who is eligible for a residence
permit under Section 24 of the Residence Act here. You can find answers to the procedure here.

2. You can apply for a residence permit for another purpose within 90 days of your first arrival in
Germany. For example, to study or for gainful employment. This may be more favourable for
you. You can seek advice on this from the authorities if you have an appointment, or you can
find out more in advance on the website: https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/.

3. Alternatively, you can apply for asylum. However, this option is not recommended due to the
less favourable legal consequences - such as the restriction on taking up employment and the
obligation to live in an initial reception centre.

Do you have a valid residence permit in accordance with Section 24 of
the Residence Act as of 1 February 2026?

Your residence permit will be automatically extended and will then be valid until 4 March 2027.
You do NOT need to visit the immigration office for this. You can find more information on
Germany4Ukraine.

What happens when you arrive in Germany?

When you come to Germany, there are a few important steps that you have to take one after the
other. This is how it works:

• First, you register - this is called registration.
• If you need help from the state (for example money or food), you will be told where you can

live.
• Then you register your new address, i.e. where exactly you now live.
• Finally, you apply for a permit so that you can stay in Germany for longer.

You can find more information on this here.

https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/de
https://www.germany4ukraine.de/hilfeportal-de/einreise-aufenthalt-und-rueckkehr/ukraine-aufenthaltserlaubnis
https://www.germany4ukraine.de/hilfeportal-de/einreise-aufenthalt-und-rueckkehr/ukraine-aufenthaltserlaubnis
https://www.make-it-in-germany.com/
https://www.germany4ukraine.de/DE/startseite_node.html
https://www.germany4ukraine.de/DE/startseite_node.html
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Can I work in Germany with a residence permit for temporary protection?

Yes, you can. However, before you can work, the immigration authority must authorise it. The
immigration authority will often already enter in your residence permit that you are allowed to
work - even if you do not yet have a job. This is good, because then you no longer need an extra
permit from another authority.

The immigration authorities will issue so-called fictitious certificates as soon as you submit your
application. These bridge the right of residence until the actual residence title can be issued and
granted. The foreigners authority will also enter "Gainful employment permitted" in the fictitious
certificate. This fictitious certificate therefore authorises you to work in Germany either as a
self-employed person or as an employee. Special professional access requirements (such as a
licence to practise medicine or a permit for a trade requiring a licence) naturally apply to persons
with temporary protection in the same way as to all others. However, the procedures for
recognising foreign professional qualifications are also open to those affected, just like everyone
else.

Persons with a residence permit for temporary protection in Germany can also receive counselling
and placement services from the employment agencies in accordance with SGB III.

Should people from Ukraine apply for asylum?

No, that is not necessary. The necessary protection is granted in a different, faster procedure. It is
therefore recommended that you do not apply for asylum. However, if you want to apply for
asylum later, you can still do so.

As a result of the decision to admit war refugees in accordance with Article 5 (1) of Council
Directive 2001/55/EC of 20 July 2001 on minimum standards for giving temporary protection, a
residence permit in accordance with Section 24 of the Residence Act (AufenthG - Residence Permit
for Temporary Protection) will be granted to the group of persons covered by the decision upon
application.

Registration upon entry does not constitute an application for asylum. The asylum procedure
requires an application for asylum to be submitted to the responsible branch office of the Federal
Office for Migration and Refugees.

For these reasons, it is not necessary to file an asylum application to secure a right of residence or
to claim social benefits.

Information portal of the German government

The Federal Ministry of the Interior and Homeland offers a digital information portal in German,
English, Russian and Ukrainian. Here you will find all official information about residence and living
in Germany.

Germany4Ukraine

Embassy of Ukraine in Berlin

+493028887128
Albrechtstraße 26, 10117 Berlin

https://www.germany4ukraine.de/hilfeportal-de
tel:+493028887128
https://goo.gl/maps/TUQC5HrgDCSubm367
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