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Learn German

Levels of language ability

There are different levels of language ability. The language and integration courses use the
levels of the  Common European Framework of Reference or CEFR:

Language level A: elementary language use

Language level B: independent use of language (necessary for training or work)

Language level C: competent use of language (necessary for studies and certain professions)

 

There are even more sub-divisions in the levels:

A1: Beginner

A2: Basic knowledge

B1: Advanced language skills

B2: Independent language skills

C1: Expert language skills

C2: Approaching native-speaker proficiency

 

There are even further distinctions within these levels (for example A1/1, A1/2, A2/1, A2/2).

Do you have any questions? Contact the Integration Counseling

German certificates

What German certificates are there?

In Germany, there are various tests that will determine your language level:

• German Test for Immigrants (DTZ)
• telc
• TestDaf
• Goethe Certificate
• German Language Examination for University Admission (DSH)

You will need language certificates, for example, when you apply for a residence title at the
Immigrations Office or it may also required by an employer. That is why it is important that you
find out exactly which language certificate you need.

https://www.europaeischer-referenzrahmen.de/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/counselling-services-for-migrants/office-for-integration-in-the-district-of-munich/
https://www.bamf.de/DE/Themen/Integration/ZugewanderteTeilnehmende/Integrationskurse/Abschlusspruefung/abschlusspruefung-node.html
https://www.telc.net/
https://www.testdaf.de/de/
https://www.goethe.de/de/index.html
http://dsh.de/
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Do I need a German certificate?

In the situations explained below, you either need a certificate confirming your German
language level or it is very much recommended.

Application for an apprenticeship or job

A certificate confirming your German language level improves your chances of getting an
apprenticeship or job. You will stand out better compared to other applicants if you have a
certificate.

Vocational further education or qualification

Certain German language levels and corresponding certificates are often required for
participation in vocational qualification programmes.

Access to studying at colleges of higher education and universities

You will need sufficient German language skills to study at a college or university. Each
university will decide for itself which certificates are accepted. That is why it is best practice to
speak to the university directly and find out which German certificate you need.

For permanent residence (settlement permit) or for naturalisation
(obtaining German citizenship)

You must demonstrate sufficient knowledge of German for both the settlement permit and for
naturalisation. This is possible, among other things, with the "Deutsch-Test für Zuwanderer"
(DTZ) certificate. You will receive this certificate, for example, after successfully attending an 
integration course. A German school-leaving qualification can also serve as a certificate of
German competency.

In addition, you must also prove that you have acquired knowledge of the legal and social order
and living conditions applicable in Germany. You can do this, for example, by sitting the "Living
in Germany" (LiD) test. You will complete the orientation course by sitting this LiD test. The
orientation course forms part of the integration course.

Do you have any questions? Contact the Integration Counseling

Language Courses

Initial orientation course for asylum seekers

Structure and content 

You will be taught beginner’s German and be provided with information about everyday life in
Germany as part of an initial orientation course. For example, important issues include:

• Work
• Shopping

https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/learn-german/language-courses/integration-courses/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/counselling-services-for-migrants/office-for-integration-in-the-district-of-munich/
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• Health and medical care
• Kindergarten and school
• Media use in Germany
• Advice about your local area, transport and mobility
• Customs and traditions in Germany and local peculiarities
• Talking about oneself and other people and social contacts
• Housing
• Values and living together

A course consists of six modules which comprise 50 teaching units each (1 teaching unit = 45
minutes) or 300 teaching units in total. No previous experience is necessary. Attendance is
free of charge. 

Can I take part in an initial orientation course? 

Asylum seekers whose prospects of remaining in Germany are unclear may take part in an
initial orientation course. Unclear prospects of remaining means that you do not come from a
country with a high recognition rate or from a safe country of origin. If there are still places
available ("remaining places"), then recognised persons, persons who have been granted
discretionary leave to remain and persons with good prospects of remaining in Germany may
also be admitted to an initial orientation course. However, the prerequisite is that you do not
(yet) have access to an  integration course. You are not allowed to attend these courses if
you are still of compulsory school age.

People who do not have access to this offer can contact the  Integration Coordination at the
Munich District Office.

Do you have any questions? Contact the Integration Counseling

Integration Courses

Structure and content 

An integration course consists of a language course and an orientation course. If you
successfully complete the integration course, you will receive a certificate for the language
level you have attained.

• Language course (600 teaching units in total)
• You can learn German up to B1 level on the Common European Framework of Reference

for Languages during the language course. The language course is divided into six
modules, comprising 100 teaching units each. 1 lesson corresponds to 45 minutes of
teaching.

• You will sit the "Deutsch-Test für Zuwanderer" (DTZ) exam at the end of the course.

• Orientation course (100 teaching units)
• The orientation course follows on directly from the language course. You will gain 

knowledge about the legal system, politics and history of Germany during the

https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/learn-german/language-courses/integration-courses/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/counselling-services-for-migrants/office-for-integration-in-the-district-of-munich/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/counselling-services-for-migrants/office-for-integration-in-the-district-of-munich/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/counselling-services-for-migrants/office-for-integration-in-the-district-of-munich/
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orientation course.
• The orientation course concludes with the "Leben in Deutschland" (short: LiD) test.
• You can also study independently for the "Living in Germany" test. For example, you

can use the  BAMF's  online test centre or the  "Leben in Deutschland Test" app. It
is also possible to take the LiD test without having attended an orientation course.

Repeating teaching units
• If you have not achieved B1 at the language exam, you can repeat once-only up to 300

teaching units of the language
course. Attendance of repeat teaching units is subject to an application. You may retake
the exam at no further cost.

• Special courses
• Special courses also consist of a language course and an orientation course. They

comprise 900 teaching units.
• Special courses are integration courses aimed at a specific target group. As such, they

cover other focal points in terms of content. There are, for example:
• Parent integration courses with childcare. There are no classes during the school

holidays.
• Women's integration courses with childcare. There are no classes during the

school holidays.
• Youth integration courses for young people up to 27 years of age who are no

longer of  compulsory school age.
• Integration courses for people with impairments, for example for people with visual

or hearing impairments.
• Integration courses for second language learners which is specifically aimed at

people who do not know or hardly know the Latin alphabet.
• Literacy courses for people who are illiterate.
• Intensive courses for people with learning experience.

Can I take part in an integration course? 

Integration courses are funded by the Federal Office for Migration and Refugees (BAMF). As
such, you need a permit from the BAMF to attend them. The permit is called
"Berechtigungsschein" (entitlement certificate). Whether you can obtain an entitlement
certificate will depend on your residence status. You can find more information on the
admission requirements according to your residence status here:  Handbook Germany:
Integration courses (in 9 languages).

You can only take part in an integration course without a BAMF certificate of eligibility if there
are still places available. Without an entitlement certificate, you will have to pay the full cost
of € 458 per module yourself. You will then participate as a "self-payer".

How do I get an entitlement certificate?

https://www.bamf.de/DE/Themen/Integration/ZugewanderteTeilnehmende/OnlineTestcenter/online-testcenter-node.html
https://www.bamf.de/DE/Themen/Integration/ZugewanderteTeilnehmende/OnlineTestcenter/online-testcenter-node.html
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.adalbero.app.lebenindeutchland&hl=de&gl=US
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/education/the-school-system-and-types-of-school-in-bavaria/compulsory-education-does-my-child-have-to-attend-school/
https://handbookgermany.de/de/german-courses#faq_1196
https://handbookgermany.de/de/german-courses#faq_1196
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You can obtain an entitlement certificate either from the Immigration Office, the Jobcentre or
directly from the BAMF by making an application.

• If you receive benefits from the Jobcentre, please contact your responsible person from 
case management.

• If you are still awaiting the results of your asylum application, you can submit an 
 application to the BAMF.  Here you can find multilingual leaflets with helpful information
on the integration course.

• If you are an EU national, you can submit an  application to the BAMF   .
• If you have a residence permit for at least 1 year, contact the  Immigration Office at the

Munich District Office or you can apply directly at  BAMF.

How much does an integration course cost?

You must pay a contribution to costs of €2.29 per lesson to the course provider, which makes
€229 for each module. You can be exempted from the contribution to costs if you receive
social benefits such as "Bürgergeld" (citizen's income), "Asyl-Leistungen" or "Hilfe zum
Lebensunterhalt" (assistance for subsistence) or if you are financially needy for other reasons.
Furthermore, you can be exempted from the contribution to costs if you are employed and
your gross monthly pay does not exceed a certain amount.

Reimbursement of the Contribution to costs

The Federal Office can reimburse you 50% of the contribution to costs paid if you successfully
took the final test and no more than two years have passed between the first issuing of your
qualification certificate and the final test. You must apply for reimbursement at the
responsible regional office of BAMF.

How can I register?

You can find more information on integration courses in several languages, for example
German, English, French, Arabic, Persian and Kurdish here:  www.bamf.de/.

If you receive an entitlement certificate, you can choose a language school. At the beginning
of a course, the language school will conduct a placement test with you. A specific course
module will be recommended to you based on your test results. Afterwards, you will be able
to register for an integration course.

You can find offers for various integration courses and special courses close to your place of
residence at  BAMF-NavI. The website is available in German and English.

The  Integration Office of the Munich District Office will be happy to assist you in applying
for an entitlement certificate and in finding a suitable integration course. They will also advise
you if you are unable to access an integration course and would like to find out about other
ways to learn German.

Do you have any questions? Contact the Integration Counseling

Occupational language courses (B2)

https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/welcome-to-the-district-of-munich/important-offices/jobcenter-of-the-munich-district/
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/DE/Integration/Integrationskurse/Kursteilnehmer/AntraegeAlle/630-120_antrag-zulassung-integrationskurs-ausl_pdf.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=22
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/DE/Integration/Integrationskurse/Kursteilnehmer/Merkblaetter/630-121_merkblatt-oeffnung-Integrationskurse.html?nn=282388
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/DE/Integration/Integrationskurse/Kursteilnehmer/AntraegeAlle/630-007_antrag-zulassung-integrationskurs-ausl_pdf.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=25
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/DE/Integration/Integrationskurse/Kursteilnehmer/AntraegeAlle/630-007_antrag-zulassung-integrationskurs-ausl_pdf.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=25
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/welcome-to-the-district-of-munich/important-offices/foreigners-registration-office-ausl%C3%A4nderbeh%C3%B6rde/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/welcome-to-the-district-of-munich/important-offices/foreigners-registration-office-ausl%C3%A4nderbeh%C3%B6rde/
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/DE/Integration/Integrationskurse/Kursteilnehmer/AntraegeAlle/630-007_antrag-zulassung-integrationskurs-ausl_pdf.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=25
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Themen/Integration/ZugewanderteTeilnehmende/Integrationskurse/integrationskurse-node.html
https://bamf-navi.bamf.de/de/Themen/Integrationskurse/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/counselling-services-for-migrants/office-for-integration-in-the-district-of-munich/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/counselling-services-for-migrants/office-for-integration-in-the-district-of-munich/
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What are occupational language courses?

Occupational language courses consist of 400 or 500 lessons of 45 minutes each. You can
reach the following  target language level B2. You cannot achieve a language level higher
than B2 with the occupational language course.

You will be prepared for the German labour market and learn job-related German skills. For
example, you will learn how to communicate with colleagues and superiors and how to get in
touch with customers.
These courses can be attended alongside a job, education or a vocational qualification
programme, occupational recognition or as preparation for starting a career in Germany.

You can find further information here:  BAMF: Information sheet on occupational language
courses (available in 15 languages).

Can I take part in an occupational language course?

To take part in an occupational language course, you must either have already taken part in
an  integration course or prove language skills at B1 level.

Occupational language courses are funded by the Federal Office for Migration and Refugees
(BAMF). And, as such, you will need a permit to participate. The permit is called
"Berechtigungsschein" (entitlement certificate).

How do I get an entitlement certificate?

• If you receive Citizens’ Allowance ("Bürgergeld") from  Jobcenter, you can get an
entitlement certificate from your case management contact person. You will then be able
to attend that course free of charge.

• If you are unemployed and do not receive Citizens’ Allowance from the Job Centre, you
can register as a jobseeker at  Employment Agency and inquire about eligibility for an
occupational language course.

• If you are employed and subject to social insurance contributions, you can submit an 
application for admission to the occupational language course to the BAMF  yourself. If
your taxable annual income exceeds 20,000 euros in the case of single assessment or
40,000 euros in the case of joint assessment with your spouse, you must make a
contribution to costs.

How do I register for an occupational language course?

With the entitlement certificate, you can register with a certified course provider of your
choice:  Kursnet: Search for occupational language courses (in German)

The  Integration Office of the Munich District Office will be happy to assist you in applying
for a certificate of eligibility and in finding a suitable course. They will also provide you with
advice if you are not obtaining an entitlement certificate.

Do you have any questions? Contact the Integration Counseling

Standard and Intensive Courses

https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/learn-german/levels-of-language-ability/
https://ra.kreis-m.de/Citrix/LRA-MWeb/clients/HTML5Client/src/SessionWindow.html?launchid=1713869789152
https://ra.kreis-m.de/Citrix/LRA-MWeb/clients/HTML5Client/src/SessionWindow.html?launchid=1713869789152
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/learn-german/language-courses/integration-courses/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/welcome-to-the-district-of-munich/important-offices/jobcenter-of-the-munich-district/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/welcome-to-the-district-of-munich/important-offices/agentur-fuer-arbeit-muenchen/
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/DE/Integration/Berufsbezsprachf-ESF-BAMF/BSK-Vordrucke-Formulare/antrag-zulassung-beschaeftigte-aa-jc.html;jsessionid=8420A70FBDC68E305FA7D6A1B27952F3.internet281?nn=282656
https://www.bamf.de/SharedDocs/Anlagen/DE/Integration/Berufsbezsprachf-ESF-BAMF/BSK-Vordrucke-Formulare/antrag-zulassung-beschaeftigte-aa-jc.html;jsessionid=8420A70FBDC68E305FA7D6A1B27952F3.internet281?nn=282656
https://web.arbeitsagentur.de/sprachfoerderung/suche/berufssprachkurse
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/counselling-services-for-migrants/office-for-integration-in-the-district-of-munich/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/counselling-services-for-migrants/office-for-integration-in-the-district-of-munich/
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In addition to the state-funded  integration courses and  professional language courses,
there are many private language schools. Courses run by private language schools are usually
very expensive. You usually have to pay for them yourself. You can attend German courses at
a  adult education centre if you are looking for an inexpensive and good alternative. There
are adult education centres that run German courses in the district and in the city of Munich.
You usually have to pay extra for  official language exams and certificates.

Standard courses teach you the target language at a normal pace. Intensive courses,
however, will teach you the language at an accelerated rate. You will cover the same learning
content as a standard course, but in a much shorter time.

Do you have any questions? Contact the Integration Counseling

Communication aids

Aids to communication

If you do not yet speak German, it can be difficult to communicate with others. There are free
aids that you can use:

• Refugee Phrasebook is a multilingual dictionary on various topics.

• There are websites and apps that translate texts:
Google Translate exists as a  website and as an app for download in the  Google Play
Store (Android) or  App Store (IOS).
DeepL is also available as a  website and as an app to download for  Google Play Store
(Android) or  App Store (IOS).

• There are various apps that translate voices and read them out loud:
Voice Translator (Translate) or  Voice Translator All Languages (Android)
Voice Translator pro Speech (IOS)

• Oroboo Angel connects you with language partners. In difficult situations, you can quickly
connect with a person who speaks the language via video or phone. 5-minute chat with
possible extension. There are many different language combinations.

• The picture dictionary helps when you have a doctor's appointment.

Interpreting and translation

TranslAID: Volunteer interpreters 

TranslAid finds volunteer interpreters to assist refugees and migrants, for example, with
personal appointments, doctor's visits or visits to the authorities.

https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/learn-german/language-courses/integration-courses/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/learn-german/language-courses/occupational-language-courses-b2/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/arriving-and-living-in-germany/leisure-activities-and-culture/volkshochschule-vhs/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/learn-german/german-certificates/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/counselling-services-for-migrants/office-for-integration-in-the-district-of-munich/
https://www.refugeephrasebook.de/
https://translate.google.de/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.translate&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.translate&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/google-translate/id414706506?mt=8
https://www.deepl.com/translator
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.deepl.mobiletranslator&hl=de
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.deepl.mobiletranslator&hl=de
https://apps.apple.com/de/app/deepl-%C3%BCbersetzen-schreiben/id1552407475
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.axis.mobile.chapters.trans&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.yapp.voicecameratranslator&hl=gsw
https://itunes.apple.com/de/app/voice-translator-pro-speech-%C3%BCbersetzen/id687597587?mt=8
https://angel.oroboo.com/home
https://www.apotheken-umschau.de/weitere-themen/das-bildwoerterbuch-fuer-fluechtlinge-717201.html
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We operate in the S-Bahn area of the City of Munich and can be contacted via telephone
regardless of location.

Bookings request must be made at least 48 hours prior to the appointment for appointments
scheduled for weekdays.  Click here to send a request to TranslAid

Cultural interpreters

Cultural interpreters are people who have also experienced migration and who have received
specialist training in language and cultural interpreting. In other words: They will interpret
conversations and ensure that no misunderstandings arise as a result of cultural differences.

Some authorities and institutions may instruct (cultural) interpreters to assist with consultations.
The service is free. It is therefore best practice to ask whether an interpreter will be present
when you make an appointment.

Are you interested in becoming a cultural interpreter yourself? You can find more information on
the page Volunteering and Engagement.

Test "Leben in Deutschland" / Citizenship test

What is the test "Leben in Deutschland"? What is the citizenship test?

The test "Leben in Deutschland" (also known as "LiD test") and the citizenship test
("Einbürgerungstest") are the same test. They are just two different names.

By successfully completing the test "Leben in Deutschland", you demonstrate your knowledge of
the legal and social order and living conditions in Germany. You will often be asked by the
Migration authorities to provide proof of the LiD test. For example, if you are applying for
citizenship.

The LiD test consists of 33 questions. You have 60 minutes to complete it. There are four
possible answers to each question. Only one answer is correct. If you answer at least 17
questions correctly, you have passed the test. If you answer fewer than 17 questions correctly,
you can retake the test.

Taking the LiD test costs 25 euros.

How can I prepare for the test?

You can prepare for the test yourself or you can take a preparation course.

If you want to prepare yourself, you can practise all 310 possible test questions online:  BAMF
question catalogue for test preparation. To start, select "Bavaria" as your federal state.
There are also interactive apps to prepare for the "Leben in Deutschland" test in the usual app
stores.

Preparation courses are often offered at adult education centres. Why not enquire at your local 
 Volkshochschule?

How do I register for the LiD test?

https://www.translaid.org/ehrenamtliche-dolmetscher-innen-anfragen
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/arriving-and-living-in-germany/leisure-activities-and-culture/volunteering-and-social-engagement/
https://oet.bamf.de/ords/oetut/f?p=514:1:0
https://oet.bamf.de/ords/oetut/f?p=514:1:0
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/arriving-and-living-in-germany/leisure-activities-and-culture/volkshochschule-vhs/
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Many  adult education centres (VHS for short) offer test dates. You can find the dates by
entering "Einbürgerungstest" in the search field on the VHS website. You can book an
appointment with the provider of your choice. Dates often fill up quickly. It is therefore worth
comparing the available dates of different providers to avoid long waiting times.

Do you still have questions? Contact the  integration counselling
service.

https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/arriving-and-living-in-germany/leisure-activities-and-culture/volkshochschule-vhs/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/counselling-services-for-migrants/office-for-integration-in-the-district-of-munich/
https://integreat.app/lkmuenchen/en/counselling-services-for-migrants/office-for-integration-in-the-district-of-munich/
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