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Valuable information about Dortmund

As the largest city in the Ruhr area, Dortmund is the economic and commercial centre of the
region.

Over 603,500 people live in this lively metropolis with a history of over 1,100 years. The Hanseatic
city offers attractive living space with diverse residential, cultural and leisure opportunities.
Dortmund is located in the centre of Europe, is an important transport hub and has an excellent
infrastruture - and yet it’s a green city: around 70 percent of the city area is made up of green
spaces and parks, and almost 10 percent of the city is a nature reserve.

Discover a liveable and lovable city that is proud of its roots and equally open to change and new
ways. A city in which life is excellent, for example, at the “PHOENIX See” (PHOENIX Lake). Where a
steel mill once stood just a few years ago, a lake now stretches out that is larger than Hamburg's
Inner Alster and which combines living, life and work in a new way. The “Tremoniapark” is a
stunning example: Here, a residential project has been created that combines ecological and social
needs with one another.

The topic of family is particularly important in Dortmund. In all twelve boroughs, there are
so-called “Familienbüros” (Family Offices). Experts advise and support families in all of life’s
situations. Newly arrived families can quickly and competently obtain information on childcare and
education services, as well as leisure activities designed especially for families. The service is
supported by the online guide “Familie von A bis Z” (“Family from A to Z”), which provides quick
access to the most important facilities, products and services.

Dortmund has established itself as a city of music. With its “Konzerthaus Dortmund” (part of the
Philharmonie für Westfalen), its “Dortmunder Oper” (a performing arts theatre) and the
“Orchesterzentrum NRW” (a live music venue), the city of Dortmund has a fantastic musical
offering. There are also numerous theatre offerings, a variety of museums, the free arts scene and
the “Westfalenhallen” which, with their exhibitions, cultural and sports programme
are considered to be among the most significant exhibition venues in Europe.

Sport in Dortmund also provides “moving” moments. Whether you want to watch or get active
yourself – if you like sports, Dortmund is the place to be. The games held at the stadium SIGNAL
IDUNA PARK, the home ground of the football team BVB 09, excite up to 81,359 football fans at
both a national and international level. In addition, German, European, and World Championships
attract guests from all over the world to the “Westfalenhallen” and other venues in Dortmund.

In addition to top-level sport, mainstream sport also enjoys great popularity. In Dortmund, there
are currently around 155,000 hobby sports enthusiasts affiliated to 510 sports clubs and organised
across 46 sports associations.
Anyone who enjoys sports in the great outdoors has numerous opportunities to do so in
Dortmund – in the city’s many green spaces and parks, those who love their freedom of movement
can jog, walk, cycle or skate. Dortmund is one of the greenest cities in Europe with its range of
green spaces – 70.7 per cent of the city’s surface area according to the latest evaluations: whether
it’s large-scale locations such as the “Westfalenpark” with its rose garden, TV tower and many
events, the “Rombergpark” Botanical Garden with its old trees, the city’s zoo, the
“Fredenbaumpark” with barbecue areas and the “Big Tipi” event centre, or the many smaller
green spaces.

Another plus for residents and the economy alike is Dortmund's excellent transport connections. 
Three motorways surround the city, while four others lead directly to it. Furthermore, Dortmund is

https://www.dortmund.de/de/leben_in_dortmund/familie_und_soziales/familienportal/familienbueros/index.html
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an important hub in the European rail network and in international air traffic. From Dortmund to
the rest of the world and back – it couldn't be easier. The canal port rounds off the logistical
network: Goods have been transhipped there by water since the 19th century.

Dortmund has the right infrastructure and distribution markets as a business location.
It offers a winning formula for young start-ups, solid medium-sized companies and international
industry leaders alike. After all, Dortmund hasn’t mined for coal for many years now – but it does
promote entrepreneurial engagement in the city with stakeholders from business, science and
politics. Today, Dortmund is a city of medium-sized businesses and services, with an industrial
core that remains strong.
And: It is characterised by dynamism and is steadily gaining ground as a technology
location, especially because of the “TechnologieZentrumDortmund” and the “TechnologiePark”
near the university. These are a selection of nationally renowned and successful addresses for
technology-oriented companies and start-ups.

In order for theory to become practice and research to find its application, Dortmund attaches
great importance to facilitating close cooperation between science and industry. The technologies
of tomorrow are being developed here and now. Dortmund lives and breathes for the transfer of
knowledge:
The development of study programmes and research facilities, the intensive exchange between
universities, research institutes and companies, and the highly qualified training of tomorrow’s top
professionals create great innovation potential for future industries.

These future industries need development opportunities and space, which can be found in the
“Dortmunder U” (a creative centre), for example: The city’s “Union-Brauerei” (brewery) used to
have its headquarters here, but today culture and creativity have found their way in. At the
“PHOENIXGelände” (a multi-functional location) – until recently, it was a location for the iron and
steel industry – an innovation hub for business and life is emerging here today: with a
multifunctional technology area at PHOENIX West and an attractive waterfront location for living,
working and leisure at PHOENIX See.

 

And the city’s development keeps on going – together with you from now on.
See you soon – in Dortmund!

You will find more information at:

www.dortmund.de
www.dortmund-ueberrascht-dich.de

https://www.dortmund.de/media/p/buergerdienste/pd…

https://www.dortmund.de/de/index.html
http://www.dortmund-ueberrascht-dich.de
https://www.dortmund.de/media/p/buergerdienste/pdf_buergerdienste/Neubuergerbroschuere.pdf
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